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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

Crime is the violation of the rules and regulations enforced by the society from time to time for which definite punishment
is prescribed by law. Members in every society are expected to act according to its established norms and laws. But when
an individual finds it difficult or impossible to satisfy his wants and desires in a direct and socially accepted manner, he
encounters the alternative of renouncing his mofive or attemping to find a substifute satisfaction. When good solutions are
not available, he engages himself in anti-social behaviour of criminal nature.

Concept of Crime

According to Paul Tappan, "crime is an intentional act or omission in violation of criminal law (statutory and case law)
committed without defense or justification, and sanctioned by the state as a felony or misdemeancr” . "Crime is an act of
violation of law, and criminal is a person who does an act in violation of law" . The concept of crime is an unusually
difficult one, since it is difficult to find any definition of crime that does not have a large clement of circularity. In general,
crimes are committed as events and actions that are prescribed by the criminal law of a particular country.

Itis not easy to sociologically define crime particularly because of ifs implicit roots in the concept of crime. Crime is
considered as a deviant behaviour, because it is an act of human against prevailing norms of the society. A crime is further
viewed by different parts of the world, even by different sections of the same people differently. Crime by a particular
society at a particular period of time may not be so at a different time and for different people.

Generally speaking, in India bigamy is illegal; in 2 Muslim society, 2 man can have as many as four wives. In some
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