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REVELATORY NOTE ON BULBOPHYLLUM FIMBRIATUM - AN ENDEMIC ORCHID
OF WESTERN GHATS, INDIA
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Introduction

‘The genus Bulbophyllum Thouars s represented in
India by 90 species and seven varietes of which 23
species are endemic; there are 11 species of the genus
reported from Tamil Nadu (Singh et al, 2015). Heinrich
Gustav Reichenbach (1861) was the first to reduce the
seners Girrhopetalum and Brachyantha 35 sections of
Bulbophyllum, sensu lato. Based on it Smith (1912)
lumped althe species of irrhopetalum to Bulbophyllr.
Those who are unconvinced (Hooker, 1838; Phitzr,
1888-1889; Fischer, 1928; Baneri, 1978; Piers, 1984
Bose & Bhatt 1980; Bhattachariee, 1980) of the
sectional characters (the whorled inflorescence, short
dorsal sepal, long laters) sepals, tumid lip, etc. -
Reichenbach, 1861; Smith, 1912; Holtum, 1964;
Vermeulen, 1987, Seidentaden & Wood, 1992; Garay et
al 1994), treated Cirrhopetalum 2s adistinct gemus rom
Bulbophyilum, . str. Nevertheless, the recent 3 mono-
Sraph of Genera Orchidacerum (Pridgeon et al, 2014)
presented the sectional keys on the continental
(seographical) aspects in Bulbophylum. About 67 geners,

B. Harathit and R.Gopalan

uction, Colmbatre - 641 021, Tan Ndi India
oy of s, Howrsh 711 302 India

GR KrishnammalCollegs for Women, Colmbators - 641 001 T Nodu, nd

Bulbophyllum fimbriotum (LindL) Rehb. On a revisit to
the fied (April, 2017), the authors could collect this
speciesin flower and fruit. To faciltate i dentificaton,
3 detailed descrption,illstration and photographs are
provided (Fig, 2; Plate 1),

Taxonomic treatment

Bulbophyllum f
Syst. 6: 260. 1861; Seident. Dansk Bot. Ark. 29(1):
243.1973; A Abraham & Vatsala, Int. Orchids 336.
1981; SK_fain & & Merotra, Invent. Orchidaceac

briatum (Lindl) Rehbf. Ann. Bot

16.198%; CS. Kumar & Manial, Cat. Indian Orch. 65
1994, S Misra, Orchids India: 283 2007
Girrhopetalum fimbriatum Lindl. Bot. Reg, Misc. 72
1839, Wight, lcon. PL Ind. Orent. 1655. 1851;
Hookt, FL Brt India 5. 774, 1888; CEC. Fisch. in
Gamble, FL Madras 3(8): 1420. 1928; TK Bose &
SK_Bhattacharice, Orchids India 132 _1980.
Phyllrchis fimbriata (Lindl) Kuntze, Revis. Gen. L
20677.1891.

Epiphytic herh. Rhizome up to 3 mm scross stout,
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