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DIVERSITY OF ANTS IN KARAMADAI REGION OF
METTUPALAYAM, COIMBATORE, TAMIL NADU,
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Abstract

The present study deals with the diversity of ants in Karamadi region of Coimbatore, india. Ants
were collected from diferent sited of karamads region with the help of trapping, brush method
and hand picking method. Twenty three species were identified among the 4 subfamilies reported
were subfamily Formicinae was dominated with 10 species followed by Myrmicinae with 9
species, Dolichoderinae and Pseudomyrmicina with 2 species each. Ant diversity is less in
Karmadi region compared with Periyanaickenpalayam region.
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Introduction

Biodiversity conservation and management are of worldwide concerns. Ant is one of the
most diverse and ubiquitous groups of the social insect. Ant belongs to a single large family
Formicidae, largest of order Hymenoptera. It is represented by 26 extant subfamilies with 14.711
valid species and 428 valid genera [1]; out of these, 152 species are listed by IUCN and from
India, 10 subfamilies are represented by 100 genera with 828 species. In India, Himalaya and the
Western Ghats harbor a large number of ant specics, 656 species from 88 genera were recorded
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