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(ellsinterplay with their environment through mechanical and chemical interactions. To
characterize this interplay, endothelial cells were cultured on polyacrstamide hydrogels of
‘varying stiffness, coated with either fibronectin or collagen. We developed a novel analysis Rent this sricle via DeepDuve.

ed subpopulations of tractions, terme traction foci,
and tracked their maguitude and lifetime. Each focus consists of tractions associated with a
Tocal single peak of maximal traction. Individual foci were spread over a larger area in clls
cultured on collagen relative to those on fibronectin and exerted higher tractions on stiffer Sections. Figures Feferences
‘hydrogels. We found that the trends with which forces increased with increasing hydrogel .

tiffness were different for foci and whole-cell measurements, These differences were
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explained by the number of foci and their average strength. While on ibronectin multiple





