From Understanding to Understanding: The Self and Life
— A Reading of the Select Novels of Paulo Coelho

A Thesis submitted to Bharathiar University in partial fulfilment

of the requirements for the award of the Degree of

Doctor of Philosophy in English

Submitted by
R. Maheswari

Under the Supervision of
Dr. Sushil Mary Mathews, M.A., M.Phil., Ph.D.,

Associate Professor and Head

\:
—

: PSGR
@ Krishnammal College for Women K

=\

fl

Department of English
PSGR Krishnammal College for Yomen
College of Excellence — Awarded by UGC

(An Autonomous Institution — Affiliated to Bharathiar University)
(Re-accredited with ‘A*" Grade by NAAC — Ranked 6" by NIRF 2022)

(An ISO 9001:2015 Certified Institution)

Coimbatore — 641004

Tamil Nadu, India

October 2022






CERTIFICATE

This is to certify that the thesis, entitled “From Understanding to Understanding:
The Self and Life — A Reading of the Select Novels of Paulo Coelho” submitted to the
Bharathiar University, in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the award of the
Degree of Doctorate of Philosophy in English Literature is a record of original research
work done by R. Maheswari during the period 2017 — 2022 of her research in the
Department of English at PSGR Krishnammal College for Women, Coimbatore
under my supervision and guidance and the thesis has not formed the basis for the award

of any Degree/ Diploma/ Associateship/ Fellowship or other similar title to any candidate

of any University.

< “"Lé:Z;"‘
Signatiire of the Guide

Dr. SUSHIL MARY MATHEWS
‘Associate Professor & Head Department of English,

* P 5 G R Krishnammal College for Women, =
Peelamedu, Coimbatore - 641 004.

&

Countersigned
Gk il
Head of thie Department Principal
. |)i,-,t spufleL&MARY MATHEWS Dr.F. MI-:EgI‘:;q rcs/l:iFS;;LM.Phil..Ph.D.
‘Assaciate Professor & Head Department of English, PSGR
, : KRISHNAMMAL C
P § G R Krishnammal College for Women,':: PEELAMEDU, COlMg;lf%GFEEF? 24\7%%?‘

Peelamedu, Coimbatore - 641 004,

ol



Declaration



Declaration

[, R. Maheswari, hereby declare that the thesis, entitled, “From Understanding
to Understanding: The Self and Life — A Reading of the Select Novels of Paulo
Coelho”, submitted to the Bharathiar University, in partial fulfilment of the requirements
for the award of the Degree of Doctorate of Philosophy in English Literature is a record
of original and independent research work done by me during 2017 — 2022 under the
supervision and guidance of Dr. Sushil Mary Mathews, M.A., M.Phil., Ph.D.,
Associate Professor and Head, Department of English, PSGR Krishnammal College
for Women, Coimbatore, and it has not formed the basis for the award of any Degree/

Diploma/ Associateship/ Fellowship or other similar title to any candidate in any

University.

M«Q heows CU\;CL;:/.‘/

Signature of the Candidate



Certificate of Genuineness of the
Publication



Certificate of Genuineness of Publication

This is to certify that Ph.D. candidate R. Maheswari, working under my
]

supervision has published two research articles in the following standard UGC Approved,

peer reviewed, Indexed, and, refereed journals.

1. Published paper entitled ‘Identity and Integration: A Study of R.Chudamani’s
Bhuvana and Planet Guru’ in International Journal of English Language, Literature
and Humanities with impact factor 5.97, ISSN 2582-4406, Vol. 6 Issue 9, Page Nos.
---1250-1252 and year of publication September 2018, published by IJCRT.

2. Published paper entititled ‘Paulo Coelho’s Women Characters Viewed as the
Alter Ego of the Protagonists in his Select Novels in International Journal of
Advanced Study and Research Work with Cosmos Impact Factor- 2.658,
[JIFactor — 2.98 & Ranking A++, ISSN — 2581-5997, Vol.3, Issue 17, Page Nos.
41-43 and year of publication July 2020, published by Alborear(OPC) Pvt.Ltd.

Thane, India.

The contents of the publications incorporate part of the results presented in her thesis.

Signature of the Guide

Dr. SUSHIL MARY MATHEWS

“Associate Professor & Head Department of English,

P $ G R Krishnammal College for Women, -

Countersigned Peelamedu, Coimbatore - 641 004,

-

/K;[/ y Yoo

Head ofﬁ];epartment Principal
4 - > 15 Dr.P. MEENA, M.Sc.,M,Phil.,Ph.D.
Dr. SUSHIL MARY MATHEWS PRINCIPAL
. Associate Profesor & Head Department of Englis, b8 ERNANIGL BELICE FOR WONER

' P 5 G R Krishnammal College for Women, * PRELAVEDH, SOMBATARE X041 108,

Peelamedu, Coimbatore - 641 004,




| Certificate of Plagiarism Check,



" -‘ »
R
L *_*ﬁ /
Lo LshE e PpHID
BHARATHIAR UNIVERSITY
COIMBATORE - 641 046, TAMILNADU, INDIA

Siate University | Re-Accredited with “A” Grade by NAAC| Ranked 13" among indian Universities by MHRD-NIRF |
CERTIFICATE OF PLAGIARISM CHECK

1 | Name of the Research Scholar R Maneswnnay

[
2 | Course of study _M-Phri.,l Ph.D., - |
- _ = e |
3 | Title of the Thesis / Dissertation Fronn L’*"‘“’“"_ ' }"_"”ﬂ\ "fﬂ':; s i
~ [ = T
bndeeebonding f

A Q_n_au:tu» 0] fro Gelae) Aovels
o/ Pa_uto Co:U-w

Dy Luekf Lﬂ_MU LL;ﬂu.uot‘

. - L
A1 | T S P -[P)S?R klttw:\mf C.D“A-J" 'Fﬂ‘

4 | Name of the Supervisor

ﬁ\mm, CAE-
6 | % of Similarity of content Identified O ) '/
7 | Acceptable Maximum Limit 30 %
8 | Software Used URKUND i
: - e o]
/ Tltol 2022 _

9 | Date of verification
Report on plagiarism check, items with % of similarity is attached R

Lea Lo/w-anEi.’

A,

Signature of the Superrvisor Signature of the Researcher
Dr. SUSHIL TERRY MATHEWS,
mmlmw
’!SG!WC«I#MWM«\.
Peelamedu, Colmbatore - 641 004 J&g
¢ Head Department
\ lfgﬂ“. MARY UMHE\'IS
¥ 7 ngusmwlw Department of English,
25w 95 A Uishuana Coboe b otin
B‘?h’ﬁ!“ brpdani8l, | ' Director i/c
Arigrar anfa Gentral Library Center for Research & Evaluation
(Seal)

Brzarathiar Universily

Coimbaiora - 041 040,89 J




Ouriginal

Document Information
Analyzed document Maheswar R pdf (DI46639891)
Submitted 10/17/2022 B 22.00 AM
Submitted by
Submitter email ripar196/@grmail com
Similarity 1%
Analysis address ripan 1967 phaurv@anatysis urkund Ccom

Sources included in the report

Bharathiar University, Coimbatore / Jacob Jeyaraj. J.docx
SA Document Jacob Jeyaraj J docx (DL11955106)

Submitted by rspani] 967@gmail com

Recewer riparul967 bhsuni@analyss urkund com

w URL hitps //vewew acadermia edu/6894448/HERMENEUTIC_STUDY _ON_PAULO _COELHO
Fetched 3/8/2021 6 14 47 PM

Entire Document

I CHAPTER ! Introduction - Paulo Coelno the Enigma Unveled Literature is a record of krowiedge and
ontertainment that has so<lal, palitcal psychological and spintual iImEACtions. (tis an art forrm that mpacts «
for a lormudable change [t s 3 creative process and i an rmpnnt of the creator 4 personality 1t 3 a product of
'3 about ife Literary works have been influential in bringing about remarkable soCwetat changes Brazidan Liter
the Uterature written in Portuguese language by the Brazibans, before and after s independence in 1822 from
Portugal Braziian klerature 1 finding new literary trends in the present biterary scenano, finding its authenrticit
Brazilian themes, carving for itseil a definite space in world bierature and not a3 an adunct of Latn Amencan
Iiterature Some of the notable Brazilan writers include Machado de Assis, Gumaraes Rosa Jorge Amado, Cla
Luspector and Graciiano Ramas and iterary critics such as Antomo Candidh and Ctto Maria Carpeaus Rermars
teature of these writers i5 Tat the stones of contermporary Bsazil. its loneliness and poltcal turmaits are “old ¢
compeliing manner with a blend of magical realsm FeriieraGuilar. one of the mast acclamed poets of the re
had been naminated for the Nobel Prize in 2002 Paulo Coetho is one of the most influentiat wntery of the pre
centuty ranscending the geographical boundary of Brazl His stones are not mere kves of peopie but of thos
learn the meaning of life He was born to very devout cathelic parents Pedro Coelho de Souza and Lygpa de S¢
August twenty fourth 194) Even when he was born he had defled the ordinary norms of existence Me was th
dead as tne collarbone of the infant had snauped But the Nus the only petson they could ot at that tirme to |

e funeral ntes Nedrd a fant mewing sound
N\

P’\

University Librarian
Arignar Anna Central Library
dnacathiae University
Cormbatore - 641 G486,

¢



Acknowledgement



Acknowledgements

First and foremost, T acknowledge and thank the Lord Almighty for handholding

and guiding me from the beginning till the completion of this thesis.

I am indebted to my research supervisor Dr. Sushil Mary Mathews for her
unstinting advice and liberal support at all stages of the thesis. She is my friend,
philosopher and guide and I owe my success of completion of this research to her. I thank
her from the bottom of my heart.

I thank the Chairperson, Dr. R. Nandini, Secretary, Dr. N. Yesodha Devi, former
Principal, Dr. S. Nirmala and the Principal, Dr. P. Meena, PSGR Krishnammal College
for Women, Coimbatore, for encouraging me and providing me with the needed support

and facilities for the completion of this research.

I thank the former Heads of the Department of English Dr. R. Padmavathi,

Dr. Poornavalli Mathiaparanam and Dr. B. Mynavathi for their motivation and support.

I record my gratitude to Dr. Miriam Agnes Jones, Mrs. Jeyabai Moses and
Dr. Sumathi Ramu for inspiring me throughout my research. Their words of

encouragement and comfort have been invaluable in the completion of this research.

I profoundly thank all the friends of my department who encouraged me and
helped at every stage of my work. I could not have completed this herculean task without

their wishes and support.

[ thank the staff of the Library of PSGR Krishnammal College for Women and the

staff of The US Consulate General, Chennai, for their assistance.



[ thank my friends Dr. Jayashree Narasigharam and Mrs. P Vanmathi for their

valuable suggestions and corrections which helped me to complete the thesis.

I record my thanks to all my friends whose support is invaluable. I thank my
students who showed such interest in my area of research and in particular Ms Anjitha,

Ms Rhema Sharon and Ms.Jeyasiba Ponmani whose inputs through conversations has
helped me a lot.

The gratitude that I owe to my family is far beyond expression. I thank my father
and mother Sri. M. V. Rajaratnam and Smt. R. Vasantha who showered their blessings
from above and gave me needed spiritual support. I cannot thank enough my daughter
Mrs D. Swathi Priya, my son Mr D. Hrishikesh Srivatsav and my son in law Sri. B. Sivakumar
for believing in me and instilling in the needed confidence during moments of doubt and fear.
| thank them from the very bottom of my being. My thanks are also to my precious
granddaughter Baby Bhairavi Sivakumar for understanding me when I had to share my
devotion between her and the writing of the thesis. I thank my extended family and in
particular my uncle Sri. V. Paneer Selvam and aunt R. Padmini, who are my foster

parents. I thank my nephew Mr M. Divakar Raj for his concern towards me which took

me through his endeavour.

My thanks are also due to so many others, whom I have not mentioned here, but

have contributed something and helped me in unforeseen ways to complete this thesis.



Abbreviations




TA

TP

TZ

TDMP

BRP

Abbreviations
The Alchemist
The Pilgrimage
The Zahir
Veronika Decides to Die
The Devil and Miss Prym

By the River Piedra I Sat Down and Wept



